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CAMDEN SOUND MARINE PARK — GAZETTAL 

Statement by Minister for Environment 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Environment) [2.06 pm]: I am delighted to inform the 

house that the government has completed the final statutory step for creating Camden Sound Marine Park in the 

Kimberley. Western Australia’s twelfth marine park was officially created today after publication of an order in 

the Government Gazette. Situated 300 kilometres north east of Broome, the marine park covers about 

7 000 square kilometres and encompasses Montgomery Reef and its tidal waterfalls, the area around Champagny 

Island and St George Basin. To put the size of this new park into context, the Perth metropolitan area covers 

around 5 380 square kilometres, or about 80 per cent of the area of Camden Sound Marine Park. 

The creation of the new marine park delivers on a major election commitment by the Liberal–National 

government to protect one of the state’s most environmentally sensitive areas. Camden Sound is internationally 

recognised as the biggest calving area for humpback whales in the Southern Hemisphere, with more than 1 000 

humpbacks found there during the calving season. The area is also an iconic tourist destination for the 

Kimberley’s cruise charter operators, and protection of this area for current and future generations is a direct 

investment in the ongoing sustainability of the region’s tourism industry. It is also the first marine park to be 

created under the government’s unprecedented $63 million Kimberley science and conservation strategy, which 

will see other marine parks created at Eighty Mile Beach, Roebuck Bay and the north Kimberley. Camden Sound 

Marine Park will enhance conservation efforts for species including humpback whales, dugongs, flatback and 

green turtles, sawfish, and Australian snubfin and Indo–Pacific humpback dolphins.  

There will be a special purpose whale conservation zone that will cover about 25 per cent of the marine park and 

this will be an area in which vessels must remain at least 500 metres from humpback mothers and calves. The 

marine park’s zoning scheme will also allow recreational and commercial fishing, as well as aquaculture and 

pearling, to occur while still protecting a unique marine environment. For example, Montgomery Reef sanctuary 

zone, at 761 square kilometres, will be the largest sanctuary zone in the state’s marine park system. The marine 

park will be jointly managed by the Department of Environment and Conservation and traditional owners. I am 

very pleased that both the Ngari Capes and Camden Sound Marine Parks have now been formally created.  

 


